
 

Annual Meeting and Reports 
 

Our Congregational Meeting will be held                

after the 9:30 service June 9.  

 

Articles for the Annual Report should be in by 

Wednesday, May 22. 

  

The completed report will be ready for pick up 

Sunday, June 2.  

 

New council members will be elected at the                      

meeting.  Anyone interested in serving should 

contact Pam Talley  by email at jnptal-

ley@hotmail.com or by phone 806-239-8301 for 

more information. 

      May Services  

   9:30 am  
 
May 5- Sixth Sunday of Easter, ELW 4  
May 12- Seventh Easter, ELW 4  
May 19- Pentecost, ELW 3 
May 26- Holy Trinity  
 

    June Services  

   9:30 am  

 
June 2- Time after Pentecost, NTF 
June 9- Now the Feast 
June 16- Now the Feast 
June 23- Now the Feast 
June 30- Now the Feast 
 
 
The Adult Discussion Class is taking    
a break May-August. (Exact date to  
restart TBA.) If you find yourself miss-
ing the class, please consider joining 
the Bible study that we do over Zoom, 
Fridays at 10am.  Priscilla Gerfen can 
give you more information. 

 
 

 

Our Grads! 
Nate Wolfe is graduating from UCO May 11 with        
degrees in Forensic Science and Criminal Justice. He is 
employed as a probation officer in Oklahoma City.  
 
Matthew Schmidt is graduating from Willow Creek 
Homeschool and will be attending Wichita State Univer-
sity in the fall, majoring in Biomedical Engineering.   
 

Jacob Ebersole will be graduating from Stillwater High 
School. He begins his studies in Marketing at UCO and 
hopes to work as an entertainment agent.  
 

Congratulations all! 
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Gathered  

Together 



Dear Salem, 
 
It has taken me awhile to write this-- though five weeks has seemed like only a couple of seconds.  
My family and I cannot express enough thanks for the many ways our church family rallied around 
us and have given support after Steven’s passing.  I would write everyone an individual thank-you, 
but am afraid I might miss someone due to the fog my mind has been in.   
 
Steven was Gwen’s love; he was like a son to us and another family member to Claire.  Despite all 
the pain of his passing away, I would not trade having had him as part of our lives these past 3 ½ 
years.   We all miss him, though none more than Gwen. 
 
I can’t imagine having gone through all this without the support of our Salem family.  I wish every-
one had a Salem family.  We aren’t perfect but we are special.   
 
There are numerous ways in which you all helped and provided comfort that I am sure I won’t be 
able to list them all, but I will try.   
 
Thank you …. 
 
For prayers of safety and strength during two very difficult days of driving home. 
To those church surrogate Grandmas who were a listening ear and comfort to Gwen. 
To those who provided food for my family and grieving young people who gathered at our house. 
 
For taking me for a car ride and chi-latte when I was not holding it together. 
For cards and gifts. 
For the gift of being present and making a meal together with my daughters. 
For helping Gwen and her roommate Matt clean and move out of their rent house  (a huge, huge 
task). It was also a gift you all gave to Steven’s family as I was able to tell them not to worry about 
the cleaning, we would handle it.  
 
For hugs, kind words, and phone calls. 
 
For additional help moving some big items of furniture from the storage 
shed to my house. 
 
For help in providing a safe and loving place to have a memorial where  
Steven’s friends could gather to remember, celebrate, laugh, cry, and eat 
together. 
 
For all the love you have given and continue to give my family in so many 
ways! 
 
with gratitude,  
Diane Tipling 
 

 

From Jocelyn, 
 
Thank you all so much for the amazing opportunity to work here for a couple of months.  
I met so many warm and great people. Everyone was so kind. 
 
Thank you again and best wishes to every single one of you! 
 



 

 
 

Third Sunday Food Offering, May 19  
 

 

 

Please leave food/bag/egg carton offerings in the baskets under the coat rack in the 

south hall.  
 

Cash contributions, that allow Our Daily Bread to order from the food bank, can be left in 

the offering plate or sent to the office. Please memo your check or envelope Third Sunday. 
 

Items for our Little Red Pantry can be left on the shelves in the North, Elm Street entry. 

 

From Your President 
 

Welcome back, Lisa.  We hope you had a wonderful trip and we look forward to hearing of your  
adventures. 
 
Seems like a lot has gone on at Salem in the last two months. The council would like to thank every-
one for pitching in while Lisa was gone to make sure things got done.  Jocelyn Aguliar did an excellent 
job helping us during the past two months and we wish her well in her future endeavors.   
 
If you look around our facilities, you will notice many new and different things going on for the better-
ment of Salem.  Lots of cleaning and organizing have occurred thanks to the Building and Grounds 
committee and the many willing volunteers. Mark your calendars for May 25

th
 for the Buildings & 

Grounds Committee’s De-clutter Day.  Construction has been completed on a new ramp connecting 
the Library and Parish Hall, making it a safer area for everyone.   
 
The Call Committee is working tirelessly to find us a new Pastor.  All the committees are working so 
hard right now to keep us on track.  The Council is forever grateful for the willing hearts at Salem. 
 
A note on the beautification of Salem.  Quilts are going up on the walls.  Check out the nursery, Parish 
Hall, and coming soon the All Purpose Room.  
 
Congratulations to our graduates of 2024.  Salem will be honoring them during the May 19

th
 Service 

and Coffee Hour.   
 
Wondering when we will have Holy Communion in the coming months? Following is a schedule for          
Holy Communion:        June 2

nd
:  Pastor Peter Olson 

                                    July 7
th
:   Bishop Becca Middeke-Conlin 

                                    August 18
th
:  Pastor Josh Johnson 

 
Cindy Pennie has posted a flyer on the hallway bulletin board about the American 
Red Cross program for free smoke detectors, plus installation, for your home.  
Please check it out and if you have any additional questions, contact Cindy at 
(405) 269-9019. 
 
Wishing everyone a safe and happy Memorial Day in advance. 
 

Blessings, Pam Talley and the Salem Church Council 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If your birthday or anniversary is missing or listed incorrectly, please let the Church office know at               
372-3074 or Salemelc@sbcglobal.net. Thank you! 

Birthdays 
 

 5 Jeanette Johnson 

 8 Katie Kershaw 

 9 Emily Headrick 

12 Barbara Bliss 

15 Mike Kershaw & Evan Reitan 

23 Dorothy Johnson 

29 Susan Prater 

30 Larry Redburn 

Anniversaries 
 

15  Jason & Lindsay Bash  

16 Lori & Kevin Oltmanns 

23 Tricia & David Auberle  

24 Chris & Kay Headrick 

28 Mike & Lucy Kershaw 

< New Zealand’s Milford 
Sound (much like Alaska).  
 

> Hobbiton (where they shot 
parts of all the Hobbit  /Lord 
of the Ring movies.) 
 

Larry and I are in Fiji . We 
are definitely on island time. 
We waited 1.5 hours for 
lunch. 

 

<<The Olgas, sisters of Ayers rock 
(Uluru), in the middle of the desert.  
 

<Lake Amadeus, the great salt lake 
of Australia, just after a rain. 
 

Capertee Valley, the grand canyon of 
Australia 

From Lisa’s great adventure 



 

Am I a Voting Member of Salem? 
  

Voting membership in churches is not always clear. 
Sometimes we feel we belong to a congregation 
even though we have not actually joined.  Or per-
haps in the past we were a voting member but have 
not worshiped at Salem for several years. In these 
cases, feel free to consider yourselves members.  
  

According to the ELCA and Salem Constitution, 
there are clear policies to be considered 
a voting member,                          .  
 
 *C8.02. Members shall be classified as follows: 

            c. Voting members are confirmed members. 
Such confirmed members, during the current 
or preceding calendar year, shall have                       
communed in this congregation and shall 
have made a contribution of record.   

 Members of this congregation who have                
satisfied these basic standards shall have the 
privilege of voice and vote at every regular or 
special meetings of the congregation. 

  

(Persons who have been confirmed in other                       
congregations are counted as confirmed.) 
  

All who worship at Salem want to have a voice in 
the future of the congregation. If you have not    
contributed or  communed in the past year, please 
make an effort to do so. If you are unable to attend 
worship in person, our Parish Nurse 
Cindy Pennie will bring communion 
and receive your gift. 
  

If you have questions, please  
consult congregation president,  
Pam Talley. 

The Stillwater Walk to End Alzheimer’s is 

inviting you to attend a Community 

Forum on May 31st.  
 

There will be a brief overview of some information 

about Alzheimer’s and Dementia and the resources 

we provide, followed by opening up the floor to hear 

from those attending on their experience and how 

the Association can best serve the Stillwater area. 

Together, we can help enhance care 

and support resources for those 

facing the disease.  
 

The meeting will be at Legacy Village 

5601 N Washington from 10:30-

11:30am. 

Marriage advice across the ages 
 
Spring is the beginning of a popular wed-
ding season. So here’s some marriage ad-
vice from across the centuries. Clearly, 
sometimes it depends on context. 
 
“It is impossible to keep peace between 
man and woman in family life if they do not 
condone and overlook each other’s faults 
but watch everything to the smallest point. 
For who does not at times offend?”  
(Martin Luther, 16th century) 
 
“Watch yourself, be the first to ask             
pardon if you both err, and guard against 
the little piques, misunderstandings, and 
hasty words that often pave the way for 
bitter sorrow and regret.” (Louisa May   
Alcott, 19th century) 
 
“The ear is the center of all relationships. 
It’s not the heart, it’s not the mind, it’s 
the ear. Listening is the beginning and the 
end.” (Henry Winkler, 21st century) 
 
On the other hand … 
“In every good marriage, it helps some-
times to be a little deaf.” (Evelyn Ginsburg, 
mother-in-law of a Supreme Court justice, 
20th century) 
 
And above all: 
Love is patient and kind; love does not   en-
vy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irri-
table or resentful; it does not rejoice at 
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 
(St. Paul, 1st century, in 1 Corinthians 13:4-
6, ESV) 



 

Game Night Update! 
 

We have decided to take May, June, July and August off because it’s graduation,  
vacation times, etc. Please have fun this summer.  
 

I want to thank everyone who helped “Game Night “ get started this past year. It    
was a time to laugh, to visit, to share, to play, to enjoy time with friends in our  
church. Some community friends joined us. I owe a “many thanks “ to all kicked       
in and made it successful. 
 

Because of health reasons I am stepping aside and turning our game night over to Michelle & Trey 
Ratzlaff, and Jared Smith. I beg the great volunteers who pitched in to make the first year a success to 
continue to give the great help you gave in 2023-24 to Jared, Michelle and Trey in 24-25. 
                     
Peace, Everett  



MAY 
2024 

May 5 
6th Easter 

ELW, Setting 4 

May12 
7th Easter 

ELW, Setting 4 

May 19 
Penecost 

ELW, Setting 3 

May 26 
Trinity 

ELW, Setting 3 

Assisting                        
Minister/
Lectors 

Tyler Bartholome  Priscilla Gerfen  Cindy Pennie  Susan Prater  

Ushers 
 

Ken and Jan Bartels  
Pat Darlington/  
Traci Nordquist  

Roger and Teri Sahs   
Dorothy Johnson/

Catherine                            
Vijayakumar  

Greeter 
 

Judy and Dave Lewis  
Elaine and Bruce 

Ackerson  
Diane Tipling  

Annette and Rick 
Cowell  

Altar Guild 
 

Shelley Schmidt  Maria Moccia-Wolff  Dorothy Johnson  Joanna Gipson  

Counters 
 

Michelle Ratzlaff and 
Terry Gipson 

Priscilla Gerfen and 
Cindy Haseley 

Lori Oltmanns and 
Maria Moccia-Wolff  

Michelle Ratzlaff and 
Keith Scmidt 

Altar  
Flowers 

 

   Tricia Auberle 

Coffee hour 
Bruce & Elaine  

Ackerson 
Roger & Teri Sahs 

Graduation 
Party! 

Ken & Jan Bartels 



 

 

MINISTRY STAFF 
 

Director of Music ~ Krystal Hennessey 

Choir Director ~ Elizabeth Albright 

Office Coordinator ~ Lisa Murray-Francis 

Parish Nurse ~ Cindy Pennie 

Media Specialists ~ Olie Weaver, 

Peer Minister- Jared Smith 

 
 

CHURCH OFFICE 
   

Hours: Monday thru Thursday  8am-1pm 

Friday- 8 - 11am 
 

Telephone numbers:  405-372-3074,   

372-0879 (please leave a message!) 
 

Email Address:  salemelc@sbcglobal.net 

Church Website:salemstillwaterok.org     

                               Evangelical Lutheran     

                                   Church (ELCA) 

                                     101 S. Duck St. 

                               Stillwater  OK  74074 

  

Salem's Lost and Found is moving!  
 
A new central location is being created for our Lost and Found. A 
set of shelves is being placed next to the coat rack between the 
central, east-west hallway and the nave. Items found in the      
kitchen, the parish hall and every where in between should be 
placed on these shelves. Items such as wallets, purses, phones 
and keys should be taken to the office, placed in a small labeled 
box and efforts will be made to contact the owner of such items.  
 
All found items should be labeled with the date and location 
where they were found using the tags located on the 
shelves. Each week the items on the upper shelf will be moved to a lower shelf and when the 
items reach the bottom they will be re-homed. We look forward to facilitating many happy reunions 
of people and things.  
 
The Great De-Clutter of 2024! 
 
Many spaces in Salem have been de-cluttered and refreshed in the last few months. There are 
new quilts displayed, closets cleaned, the basement organized, a wheel chair accessible ramp 
added to connect the library to the parish hall and so much more. These improvements have re-
sulted from an amazing amount of effort and creativity by many members of the congregation.  
 
The great de-clutter will conclude on May 25 from 9 to noon. Areas of focus on that day are 
the parish hall, kitchen hall way, basement, multi-purpose room, the document and craft supply 
room, the service room and the vestry. There are projects both large and small planned.  
All are invited to join in the process of renewal of our sacred space! 

http://salemstillwaterok.org

